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1
SEARCHING INSIDE ITEMS

BACKGROUND

Search engines are designed to help users to search for
information. General-purpose search engines {facilitate
searches over the Web. Specialized search engines facilitate
searches over private databases. Site-specific engines refer to
search engines that many sites make available to search their
own material.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Many aspects of the present disclosure can be better under-
stood with reference to the following drawings. The compo-
nents in the drawings are not necessarily to scale, emphasis
instead being placed upon clearly illustrating the principles of
the disclosure. Moreover, in the drawings, like reference
numerals designate corresponding parts throughout the sev-
eral views.

FIG.1is adrawing of networked environment according to
various embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIGS. 2A-2D are drawings of examples of user interfaces
rendered by a client in the networked environment of FIG. 1
according to various embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating one example of function-
ality implemented as portions of search engine application
executed in a computing device in the networked environ-
ment of FIG. 1 according to various embodiments of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a schematic block diagram that provides one
example illustration of a computing device employed in the
networked environment of FIG. 1 according to various
embodiments of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure relates to implementing a search
containing both visual and text search elements. Various
embodiments of the present disclosure facilitate a search of
published works, non-published works, and/or other works
using both visual and text search elements. For example, in
some embodiments, a computing device such as a server may
execute the search engine application. A user manipulates a
client to interact with the search engine application by send-
ing an image or image features to the search engine applica-
tion. The image may depict an item, such as, for example, a
book, a magazine, a journal, a dvd, and/or any other item. For
example, a user may take a picture of an item using a camera,
mobile phone, and/or other device and send the image to the
search engine application. The search engine application may
then perform a visual search and generate visual search
results indicating potential matches of one or more of the
items depicted in the image. The search engine application
then encodes one or more of the visual search results for
rendering for display and transmits the same for viewing. The
search engine application may then generate a user interface
to solicit a selection of one of the visual search results from
the user. Upon receipt of the selected visual search result, the
search engine application determines whether the item
depicted in the selected visual search result includes search-
able content. Once the search engine application determines
that the item contains searchable content, the search engine
application facilitates receipt of a search string from the user
that may be used to search the searchable content of the item.
The search engine application may generate one or more
search results in response to the search. The search engine

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

application then encodes one or more of the results for ren-
dering for display and transmits one or more of the results for
viewing. In the following discussion, a general description of
the system and its components is provided, followed by a
discussion of the operation of the same.

With reference to FIG. 1, shown is a networked environ-
ment 100 according to various embodiments. The networked
environment 100 includes a computing environment 103 in
data communication with one or more clients 106 by way of
a network 109. The network 109 includes, for example, the
Internet, intranets, extranets, wide area networks (WANs),
local area networks (LANs), wired networks, wireless net-
works, or other suitable networks, etc., or any combination of
two or more such networks.

The computing environment 103 may comprise, for
example, a server computer or any other system providing
computing capability. Alternatively, the computing environ-
ment 103 may comprise a plurality of servers or other com-
puting devices that may be employed that are arranged, for
example, in one or more server banks or computer banks or
other arrangements. For example, the computing environ-
ment 103 may comprise a cloud computing resource, a grid
computing resource, and/or any other distributed computing
arrangement. Such a computing environment 103 may be
located in a single installation or may be distributed among
many different geographical locations.

Various applications and/or other functionality may be
executed in the computing environment 103 according to
various embodiments. In addition, various data is stored in a
data store 113 that is accessible to the computing environment
103. The data store 113 may be representative of a plurality of
data stores as can be appreciated. The data stored in the data
store 113, for example, is associated with the operation of the
various applications and/or functional entities described
below.

The components executed on the computing environment,
for example, include a search engine application 133 and
other applications, services, processes, systems, engines, or
functionality not discussed in detail herein. The search engine
application 133 facilitates processing of search queries sub-
mitted by users as well as indexing the content that forms a
corpus of information against which search queries are
executed in order to identify items that are relevant to a search
string submitted by a user. It is understood, however, that
there are many ways to structure such functionality. In some
embodiments, for example, the search engine application 133
may be a standalone application that is executed on a standa-
lone computing environment 103. The search engine appli-
cation 133 is executed to generate a pool of items matching
one or more search criteria, such as a search string that may
include images and keyword search elements.

The search engine application 133 may be executed to
facilitate the search of published works, non-published
works, and/or other works using visual and text search ele-
ments. The search engine application 133 may communicate
with the client 106 over various protocols such as, for
example, hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP), simple object
access protocol (SOAP), user datagram protocol (UDP),
transmission control protocol (TCP), and/or other protocols
for communicating data over the network 109.

The data stored in the data store 113 includes, for example,
items 119, identifiers 126, searchable content 123, user
accounts 129, and potentially other data. Items 119 may
include books, magazines, journals, dvds, videos, products,
and/or other items that may be depicted in an image. Identi-
fiers 126 may serve as a mechanism to identify the edition of
the item 119 that is depicted in the image. Items 119 can be
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associated with an identifier 126 that uniquely identifies the
item among a corpus of items 119 such as other editions of the
same published work.

Searchable content 123 may comprise text, graphics,
reviews, previews, trailers, and/or other content capable of
being indexed and searched that is associated with the item
119. User accounts 129 include data about a user of a client
106. Such user accounts 129 may include information such as
usernames, passwords, security credentials, authorized appli-
cations, and/or other data.

The client 106 is representative of a plurality of client
devices that may be coupled to the network 109. The client
106 may comprise, for example, a processor-based system
such as a computer system. Such a computer system may be
embodied in the form of a desktop computer, a laptop com-
puter, a cellular telephone, web pads, tablet computer sys-
tems, or other devices with like capability.

The client 106 may include a display device 139 and may
include one or more input devices. Such input devices may be
keyboards, mice, touch pads, touch sticks, push buttons, opti-
cal sensors, microphones, webcams, and/or any other device
that can provide user input.

The client 106 is employed to execute a client side appli-
cation 136 and/or other applications. The client side applica-
tion 136 is executed in a client 106, for example, to access and
render network pages, such as web pages, or other network
content served up by the computing environment 103 and/or
other servers. In this respect, the client side application 136
may comprise a browser, a dedicated application, or other
applications. In one embodiment, the client side application
136 may comprise a plug-in within a browser application.

The client 106 may be configured to execute applications
beyond client side application 136 such as, for example, email
applications, instant message applications, and/or other
applications. When executed, the client side application 136
renders one or more user interfaces 143 on a display device
139 of the client 106 in order to enable a user that manipulates
such client 106 to interact with the search engine application
133 as will be described.

Next, a general description of the operation of the various
components of the networked environment 100 is provided.
To begin, a user employing a client 106 interacts with the
search engine application 133 by sending an image or fea-
tures of an image depicting an item 119 to the search engine
application 133. As an example, a user may employ a camera,
amobile device, and/or other device to capture an image of an
item 119 and send the image to the search engine application
133. Upon receipt of the image, the search engine application
133 performs a visual search based on one or more items 119
depicted in the image and generates one or more visual search
results potentially matching one or more of the items 119
depicted inthe image. The search engine application 133 may
determine a display order of the visual search results based at
least in part on sales ranking, browse history, and/or any other
information relating to the items 119 depicted in the visual
search results. The search engine application 133 then
encodes for display a user interface 143 that depicts one or
more of the visual search results. Also, the user interface 143
is configured to solicit a selection of one of the visual search
results from the user. The user interface 143 is sent to the
client 106. Upon receipt of a selected visual search result
from the client, the search engine application 133 determines
whether the item 119 depicted in the selected visual search
result includes searchable content 123 such as, for example,
text, graphics, reviews, previews, trailers, and/or other con-
tent capable of being indexed and searched. For example, if
the item 119 comprises a published work that includes search-
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able content 123 and has been correctly identified by the
search engine application 133, then the search engine appli-
cation 133 may return an identifier 126 for the published work
that is depicted in the image.

In some embodiments, there may be multiple items 119
depicted in the image. Assuming that the item 119 depicted in
the image can be identified, the search engine application 133
may return an identifier 126 associated with the item 119. In
one embodiment, the identifier 126 may serve as a mecha-
nism to identify the edition of the item 119 that is depicted in
the image.

Assuming that the search engine application 133 has deter-
mined that the item 119 includes searchable content 123, the
search engine application 133 generates a user interface 143
such as a network page or other content and sends the same to
the client 106. In one embodiment, the user interface 143
includes a search form that facilitates entry of a search string
by the user of the client 106.

Accordingly, when a user submits a search string via the
form, the search engine application 133 executes a search of
the previously identified searchable item 119 with the sub-
mitted search string to identify relevant search results in the
searchable content 123 of the item 119. Alternatively, the
search string may be extracted from the image. Upon receipt
or extraction of the search string, the search engine applica-
tion 133 facilitates a search of the searchable content 123 of
the respective item 119, thereby generating one or more
search results.

The search engine application 133 then ranks the search
results according to a measure of relevancy to the search
string. Accordingly, the search results generated by such a
search can be ranked by the search engine application 133
using a predefined ranking algorithm. The search results are
presented in a user interface 143 that is served up to the client
106 and rendered for the user. Search results may include, for
example, page numbers of pages a publication that contains
elements of the search string, excerpts or portions of text,
and/or other portions of the searchable content 123.

The search engine application 133 stores the search string
and the search results in association with a user account 129.
In one embodiment, the search engine application 133 tracks
the number of times the searchable content 123 associated
with an item 119 is searched. In another embodiment, the
search engine application 133 may track the number of times
each of the search results is presented as a result of a search.
In yet another embodiment, the search engine application 133
may track the number of times a particular search string is
submitted in association with a search with respect to a given
item 119.

Referring next to FIG. 2A, shown is one example ofa client
106 (FIG. 1) that includes an example of a user interface 143
(FIG. 1), denoted herein as user interface 143a, according to
various embodiments. The user interface 143a is rendered,
for example, on a display device 139 (FIG. 1) associated with
a respective client 106 by a client side application 136 (FIG.
1). In one embodiment, in order to manipulate the compo-
nents of the user interface 143a, a user may “click” one of the
components depicted in the user interface 143a by touching a
given component, positioning a cursor over a given compo-
nent and manipulating a button on a mouse associated with
the client 106, and/or by using other approaches to manipu-
late the various buttons, icons, or other components of the
user interface 143a as can be appreciated.

For example, a user may interact with the user interface
143a in order to capture or select an image depicting a item
119 to be sent to the search engine application 133 (FIG. 1).
In one embodiment, a user may capture an image by “click-
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ing” the “take a picture” button 206. Alternatively, a user may
select an image by “clicking” the “use image from library”
button 209 in order to choose an existing image from a library
of' images that may be stored on the client 106. For example,
the search engine application 133 may generate one or more
user interfaces 1434 that may be used to facilitate the selec-
tion of an image. Alternatively, other approaches may be
employed by a user to capture images. A user may send an
image to the search engine application 133 by “clicking” the
“send image” button 213. Similarly, a user may cancel request
to select an image by “clicking” the “cancel” button 203.

Referring next to FIG. 2B, shown is another example of a
client 106 (FIG. 1) that includes another example of a user
interface 143 (FIG. 1), denoted herein as user interface 1435,
according to various embodiments. The user interface 1435 is
rendered, for example, on a display device 139 (FIG. 1)
associated with a respective client 106 by the client side
application 136 (FIG. 1). The user interface 1435 presents
visual search results for an item 119 in cases where multiple
items 119 may potentially match the item depicted in the
image generated by the user. The user interface 1435 facili-
tates selection of one of the items 119 depicted for which a
textual search is to be performed as will be described. In one
embodiment, in order to manipulate the components of the
user interface 1435, a user may “click” one of the components
depicted in the user interface 1435 by touching a given com-
ponent, positioning a cursor over a given component and
manipulating a button on a mouse associated with the client
106, and/or by using other approaches to manipulate the
various buttons, icons, or other components of the user inter-
face 1435 as can be appreciated.

Upon receipt of the image, the search engine application
133 (FIG. 1) performs a visual search based on the item 119
depicted in the image and generates one or more visual search
results potentially matching one or more of the items 119
depicted inthe image. The search engine application 133 may
determine a display order of the visual search results based at
least in part on sales ranking, browse history, and/or any other
information. The visual search results are presented in the
user interface 1435 that is served up to the client 106 and
rendered for the user. Visual search results may include, for
example, multiple editions of the same published work, mul-
tiple items 119 with the same cover art, and/or other visual
search results. A user may click on one of the items 119 to
highlight such item 119. Thereafter, the user may click on the
send image button 214 to send their selection of one of the
items 119 to the search engine application 133 to determine
whether such item 119 is searchable. In addition, the user
interface 1435 includes a cancel button 215 that the user may
click to cancel the transaction.

Turning now to FIG. 2C, shown is another example of a
client 106 (FIG. 1) that includes another example of a user
interface 143, denoted herein as user interface 143¢, accord-
ing to various embodiments. The user interface 143¢ is ren-
dered, for example, on a display device 139 (FIG. 1) associ-
ated with a respective client 106 by the client side application
136 (FIG. 1). In one embodiment, in order to manipulate the
components of the user interface 143¢, a user may “click” one
of the components depicted in the user interface 143¢ by
touching a given component, positioning a cursor over a given
component and manipulating a button on a mouse associated
with the client 106, and/or by using other approaches to
manipulate the various buttons, icons, or other components of
the user interface 143¢ as can be appreciated.

Upon receipt of the selected visual search result sent by
clicking the send image button 214 (FIG. 2B) above, the
search engine application 133 determines whether the item
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119 depicted in the selected visual search result includes
searchable content 123 such as, for example, text, graphics,
reviews, previews, trailers, and/or other content capable of
being indexed and searched. Once the search engine applica-
tion 133 (FIG. 1) has determined that the item 119 depicted in
the image includes searchable content, the search engine
application 133 generates the user interface 143¢ to solicit a
search string along with a user specification of the searchable
content 123 associated with the item 119 to be searched from
a user of a client 106.

For example, the user interface 143 may include a search
text box 216. In some embodiments, a user may manually
input a search string into a search text box 216 by using a
keyboard, touch pad, and/or other input device. In another
embodiment, a user may enter a search string by using voice
commands. In yet another embodiment, a search string may
be extracted from the image received by the search engine
application 133. Alternatively, other approaches may involve
the selection of boxes and buttons in order to enter a search
string. When a search string has been entered in a respective
search text box 216 or has been provided in some other
manner, a user may transmit the search string to the search
engine application 133 by “clicking” the “submit™ button
219. Accordingly, when a user submits a search string via the
form, the search engine application 133 executes a search
with the submitted search string to identify relevant search
results of the specified searchable content 123 (FIG. 1) of the
item 119 (FIG. 1). Alternatively, the user may click on the
cancel button 221 to cancel the transaction.

Moving on to FIG. 2D, shown is yet another example of a
client 106 (FI1G. 1) that includes yet another example of a user
interface 143, denoted herein as user interface 1434, accord-
ing to various embodiments. The user interface 1434 is ren-
dered, for example, on a display device 139 (FIG. 1) associ-
ated with a respective client 106 by the client side application
136 (F1G. 1) to depict results from the search of the searchable
content specified above in the user interface 143¢. In one
embodiment, in order to manipulate the components of the
searchresult user interface 1434, a user may “click” one of the
components depicted in the user interface 1434 by touching a
given component, positioning a cursor over a given compo-
nent and manipulating a button on a mouse associated with
the client 106, and/or by using other approaches to manipu-
late the various buttons, icons, or other components of the
search result user interface 143d as can be appreciated. The
search result user interface 1434 depicts the results of'a search
executed based on the search string by the search engine
application 133 (FIG. 1). As shown in the example search
result user interface 1434, the search string is “Void of Space.”

By performing a search of the searchable content 123 (FIG.
1) using the search string, the search engine application 133
generates one or more search results 233. The search results
233 may include one or more excerpts of text, one or more
page numbers of a publication containing elements of the
search string, and/or other search results 233. The search
engine application 133 may depict the search results 233 in a
ranked order, where the search results 233 are ranked accord-
ing to a measure of relevancy to the search string. Accord-
ingly, the search results 233 generated by such a search can be
ranked by the search engine application 133 according to a
ranking algorithm that the search engine application 133
employs to rank search results 233. The ranking of the search
results 233 may be based at least in part on the location of the
keywords of the search string in the searchable content 123.
For example, keywords that occur at the beginning of page, in
titles of pages, and keywords of the search string that appear
closer in proximity in relation to other words of a document
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may have a higher display order. As another example, search
results 233 may be prioritized and displayed based on the
page number of the item 119 on which the search result 233
appears. Alternatively, search results 233 may be prioritized
based on how often the keywords of the search appear on a
page or other portion of a document. Once the search engine
application 133 determines the ranking order of the search
results 233, the search engine application 133 encodes a user
interface 1434 that includes one or more of the search results
233 for display and transmits the same to the client 106.

Referring nextto FIG. 3, shown is a flowchart that provides
one example of the operation of a portion of the search engine
application 133 according to various embodiments. It is
understood that the flowchart of FIG. 3 provides merely an
example of the many different types of functional arrange-
ments that may be employed to implement the operation of
the portion of the search engine application 133 as described
herein. As an alternative, the flowchart of FIG. 3 may be
viewed as depicting an example of steps of a method imple-
mented in the computing environment 103 (FIG. 1) according
to one or more embodiments.

Beginning with box 303, the search engine application 133
obtains an image from a client 106 (FIG. 1). The image may
depict an item 119 (FIG. 1), such as, for example, a book, a
magazine, a journal, a dvd, and/or any other item 119. The
image may comprise a visual depiction of the item 119 gen-
erated by the user or selected by a user from visual search
results as described above. Upon receipt of the image, the
search engine application 133 moves to box 306 and deter-
mines whether the item 119 depicted in the image includes
searchable content 123 (FIG. 1). This may be done, for
example, by first implementing an image recognition system
to determine which items 119 are depicted in the image. Next,
the search engine application 133 determines whether search-
able content 123 is stored in the data store 113 (FIG. 1) for the
items 119. If there is no searchable content 123 associated
with the items 119, the search engine application 133 pro-
ceeds to box 307 and returns a message to the client 106 that
the item 119 could not be searched.

Assuming that the search engine application 133 deter-
mines that the item depicted in the image contains searchable
content 123, the search engine application 133 proceeds to
box 309 and facilitates receipt of the search string that may be
used to search the searchable content 123 of the item 119. For
example, the search engine application 133 may generate a
user interface 143 ¢ (FIG. 2C) in the form of a network page or
other content and send the same to the client 106. In one
embodiment, the user interface 143¢ includes a search form
that facilitates entry of a search string by the user of the client
106. For example, the user interface 143¢ may include a
search text box 216 (FIG. 2C). In some embodiments, a user
may manually input a search string into a search text box 216
by using a keyboard, touch pad, and/or other input device. In
another embodiment, a user may enter a search string by
using voice commands. In yet another embodiment, a search
string may be extracted from the image received by the search
engine application 133. Alternatively, other approaches may
involve the selection of boxes and buttons in order to enter a
search string. The search engine application 133 then pro-
ceeds to box 313 and determines whether a search string has
been received.

Accordingly, when a user submits a search string, the
search engine application 133 proceeds to box 316 and
executes a search with the submitted search string to identify
relevant search results in the searchable content 123 of the
item 119. By performing the search, the search engine appli-
cation 133 generates one or more search results 233 (FIG.
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2D). The search results 233 may include one or more excerpts
of text, one or more page numbers of a publication, and/or
other search results 233.

The search engine application 133 then moves to box 319
and ranks the search results 233 according to a measure of
relevancy to the search string. Accordingly, the search results
233 generated by such a search can be ranked by the search
engine application 133 according to a ranking algorithm that
the search engine application 133 employs to rank search
results and includes in a search result user interface 1434. The
ranking of the search results 233 may be based at least in part
on the location of the keywords of the search string. For
example, keywords that occur at the beginning of page, in
titles of pages, and keywords of the search string that appear
closer in proximity in relation to other words in a document
may have a higher display order. As another example, search
results 233 may be prioritized and displayed based on the
page number of the item 119 on which the search result 233
appears. Alternatively, search results 233 may be prioritized
based on how often the keywords of the search appear on a
page of a document. Once the search engine application 133
determines the ranking order of the search results 233, the
search engine application 133 proceeds to box 323 and
encodes a user interface 143d that depicts one or more of the
search results 233 for display. The search engine application
133 then proceeds to box 326 and transmits the search results
233 to the client 106. The search engine application then
proceeds to box 329.

In box 329, the search engine application 133 stores the
search string and the search results in association with a user
account 129 (FIG. 1). In one embodiment, the search engine
application 133 tracks the number of times the searchable
content 123 associated with an item 119 is searched. In
another embodiment, the search engine application 133 may
track the number of times each of the search results 233 is
presented as a result of a search. In yet another embodiment,
the search engine application 133 may track the number of
times a particular search string is submitted in association
with a search with respect to a given item 119. In addition,
other information relating to a search may be stored. There-
after, the search engine application 133 ends.

With reference to FIG. 4, shown is a schematic block
diagram of the computing environment 103 according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure. The computing envi-
ronment 103 includes at least one processor circuit, for
example, having a processor 406 and a memory 403, both of
which are coupled to a local interface 409. To this end, the
computing environment 103 may comprise, for example, at
least one server computer or like device. The local interface
409 may comprise, for example, a data bus with an accom-
panying address/control bus or other bus structure as can be
appreciated.

Stored in the memory 403 are both data and several com-
ponents that are executable by the processor 406. In particu-
lar, stored in the memory 403 and executable by the processor
406 are search engine application 133 and potentially other
applications. Also stored in the memory 403 may be a data
store 113 and other data. In addition, an operating system may
be stored in the memory 403 and executable by the processor
406.

Itisunderstood that there may be other applications that are
stored in the memory 403 and are executable by the proces-
sors 406 as can be appreciated. Where any component dis-
cussed herein is implemented in the form of software, any one
of' a number of programming languages may be employed
such as, for example, C, C++, C#, Objective C, Java, Javas-
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cript, Perl, PHP, Visual Basic, Python, Ruby, Delphi, Flash, or
other programming languages.

A number of software components are stored in the
memory 403 and are executable by the processor 406. In this
respect, the term “executable” means a program file that is in
a form that can ultimately be run by the processor 406.
Examples of executable programs may be, for example, a
compiled program that can be translated into machine code in
aformatthat can be loaded into a random access portion of the
memory 403 and run by the processor 406, source code that
may be expressed in proper format such as object code that is
capable of being loaded into a random access portion of the
memory 403 and executed by the processor 406, or source
code that may be interpreted by another executable program
to generate instructions in a random access portion of the
memory 403 to be executed by the processor 406, etc. An
executable program may be stored in any portion or compo-
nent of the memory 403 including, for example, random
access memory (RAM), read-only memory (ROM), hard
drive, solid-state drive, USB flash drive, memory card, optical
disc such as compact disc (CD) or digital versatile disc
(DVD), floppy disk, magnetic tape, or other memory compo-
nents.

The memory 403 is defined herein as including both vola-
tile and nonvolatile memory and data storage components.
Volatile components are those that do not retain data values
upon loss of power. Nonvolatile components are those that
retain data upon a loss of power. Thus, the memory 403 may
comprise, for example, random access memory (RAM), read-
only memory (ROM), hard disk drives, solid-state drives,
USB flash drives, memory cards accessed via a memory card
reader, floppy disks accessed via an associated floppy disk
drive, optical discs accessed via an optical disc drive, mag-
netic tapes accessed via an appropriate tape drive, and/or
other memory components, or a combination of any two or
more of these memory components. In addition, the RAM
may comprise, for example, static random access memory
(SRAM), dynamic random access memory (DRAM), or mag-
netic random access memory (MRAM) and other such
devices. The ROM may comprise, for example, a program-
mable read-only memory (PROM), an erasable program-
mable read-only memory (EPROM), an electrically erasable
programmable read-only memory (EEPROM), or other like
memory device.

Also, the processor 406 may represent multiple processors
406 and the memory 403 may represent multiple memories
403 that operate in parallel processing circuits, respectively.
In such a case, the local interface 409 may be an appropriate
network 109 (FIG. 1) that facilitates communication between
any two of the multiple processors 406, between any proces-
sor 406 and any of the memories 403, or between any two of
the memories 403, etc. The local interface 409 may comprise
additional systems designed to coordinate this communica-
tion, including, for example, performing load balancing. The
processor 406 may be of electrical or of some other available
construction.

Although search engine application 133, and other various
systems described herein may be embodied in software or
code executed by general purpose hardware as discussed
above, as an alternative the same may also be embodied in
dedicated hardware or a combination of software/general pur-
pose hardware and dedicated hardware. If embodied in dedi-
cated hardware, each can be implemented as a circuit or state
machine that employs any one of or a combination of a
number of technologies. These technologies may include, but
are not limited to, discrete logic circuits having logic gates for
implementing various logic functions upon an application of
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one or more data signals, application specific integrated cir-
cuits having appropriate logic gates, or other components,
etc. Such technologies are generally well known by those
skilled in the art and, consequently, are not described in detail
herein.

The flowchart of FIG. 3 shows the functionality and opera-
tion of an implementation of portions of the search engine
application 133. If embodied in software, each block may
represent a module, segment, or portion of code that com-
prises program instructions to implement the specified logical
function(s). The program instructions may be embodied in
the form of source code that comprises human-readable state-
ments written in a programming language or machine code
that comprises numerical instructions recognizable by a suit-
able execution system such as a processor 406 in a computer
system or other system. The machine code may be converted
from the source code, etc. If embodied in hardware, each
block may represent a circuit or a number of interconnected
circuits to implement the specified logical function(s).

Although the flowchart of FIG. 3 shows a specific order of
execution, it is understood that the order of execution may
differ from that which is depicted. For example, the order of
execution of two or more blocks may be scrambled relative to
the order shown. Also, two or more blocks shown in succes-
sion in FIG. 3 may be executed concurrently or with partial
concurrence. Further, in some embodiments, one or more of
the blocks shown in FIG. 3 may be skipped or omitted. In
addition, any number of counters, state variables, warning
semaphores, or messages might be added to the logical flow
described herein, for purposes of enhanced utility, account-
ing, performance measurement, or providing troubleshooting
aids, etc. It is understood that all such variations are within the
scope of the present disclosure.

Also, any logic or application described herein, including,
that comprises software or code can be embodied in any
non-transitory computer-readable medium for use by or in
connection with an instruction execution system such as, for
example, a processor 406 in a computer system or other
system. In this sense, the logic may comprise, for example,
statements including instructions and declarations that can be
fetched from the computer-readable medium and executed by
the instruction execution system. In the context of the present
disclosure, a “computer-readable medium” can be any
medium that can contain, store, or maintain the logic or appli-
cation described herein for use by or in connection with the
instruction execution system. The computer-readable
medium can comprise any one of many physical media such
as, for example, magnetic, optical, or semiconductor media.
More specific examples of a suitable computer-readable
medium would include, but are not limited to, magnetic tapes,
magnetic floppy diskettes, magnetic hard drives, memory
cards, solid-state drives, USB flash drives, or optical discs.
Also, the computer-readable medium may be a random
access memory (RAM) including, for example, static random
access memory (SRAM) and dynamic random access
memory (DRAM), or magnetic random access memory
(MRAM). In addition, the computer-readable medium may
be a read-only memory (ROM), a programmable read-only
memory (PROM), an erasable programmable read-only
memory (EPROM), an electrically erasable programmable
read-only memory (EEPROM), or other type of memory
device.

It should be emphasized that the above-described embodi-
ments of the present disclosure are merely possible examples
of implementations set forth for a clear understanding of the
principles of the disclosure. Many variations and modifica-
tions may be made to the above-described embodiment(s)



US 9,298,784 B1

11

without departing substantially from the spirit and principles
of the disclosure. All such modifications and variations are
intended to be included herein within the scope of this dis-
closure and protected by the following claims.

Therefore, the following is claimed:

1. A non-transitory computer-readable medium compris-
ing a plurality of computer instructions executable by a com-
puting device, wherein upon execution, the plurality of com-
puter instructions cause the computing device to at least:

receive of an image from a client, wherein the image

depicts a book;

perform a first search of the book based at least in part upon

the image, thereby generating a plurality of first search
results from the first search to be rendered in a user
interface;

determine an edition of the book depicted in the image

from a selection of at least one of the plurality of first
search results rendered in the user interface;

determine that the edition of the book includes a searchable

content;

facilitate a second search of the searchable content based at

least in part upon on a search string entered via the user
interface, thereby generating a plurality of second search
results from the second search, wherein the search string
is associated with at least one of a review of the book that
includes the searchable content, a preview of the book
that includes the searchable content, or a trailer associ-
ated with the book that includes the searchable content;
track a number of times the image is received;

track the number of times the search string is received;

store the image, the search string, the plurality of first

search results and the plurality of second search results
in association with a user account;

encode for rendering for display at least a subset of the

plurality of second search results, wherein the subset of
the plurality of second search results is displayed
according to a ranking based at least in part on a location
of keywords in the search string, wherein an individual
one of the plurality of second search results containing
keywords that appear closer in proximity in relation to
other words in the individual one of the plurality of
second search results is ranked higher than an individual
ones of the plurality of second search results containing
keywords that appear farther away in proximity in rela-
tion to other words in the individual one of the plurality
of second search results; and

store the individual one of the plurality of second search

results in association with the user account.

2. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim
1, wherein the plurality of second search results comprise a
plurality of excerpts of text.

3. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim
1, wherein the plurality of second search results comprise a
plurality of page numbers of the book.

4. A system, comprising:

at least one computing device; and

a plurality of computer instructions executable by the at

least one computing device, wherein when executed,

cause the at least one computing device to at least:

receive an image from a client, wherein the image
depicts a book;

perform a first search of the book based at least in part on
the image, thereby generating a plurality of first
search results from the first search to be rendered in a
user interface;
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determine an edition of the book depicted in the image
from a selection of at least one of the plurality of first
search results;

determine that the edition of the book includes a search-
able content;

facilitate a second search of the searchable content based
at least in part on a search string entered via the user
interface, thereby generating a plurality of second
search results, wherein the search string is associated
with at least one of a review of the book that includes
the searchable content, a preview of the book that
includes the searchable content, or a trailer of the
book that includes the searchable content;

track a number of times the image is received;

track the number of times the search string is received;

store the image, the search string, the plurality of first
search results and the plurality of second search
results in association with a user account;

encode for rendering for display at least a subset of the
plurality of second search results, wherein the subset
of the plurality of second search results is displayed
according to a ranking based at least in part on a
location of keywords in the search string, wherein an
individual one of the plurality of second search results
containing keywords that appear closer in proximity
in relation to other words in the individual one of the
plurality of second search results is ranked higher
than an individual one of the plurality of second
search results containing keywords that appear farther
away in proximity in relation to other words in the
individual one of the plurality of second search
results; and

store the individual one of the plurality of second search
results in association with the user account.

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the image is captured via
a camera associated with a mobile device.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein each of the plurality of
first search results is associated with an edition of the book.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the plurality of computer
instructions further cause the at least one computing device to
at least track a number of times the edition of the book is
selected.

8. The system of claim 4, wherein the plurality of second
search results comprise a plurality of excerpts of text.

9. The system of claim 4, wherein the plurality of second
search results comprise a plurality of page numbers of a
publication.

10. The system of claim 4, wherein the plurality of com-
puter instructions further causes the at least one computing
device to determine a display order of the plurality of first
search results.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the display order is
determined based at least in part on a sales ranking of the
book.

12. The system of claim 4, wherein the client is selected
from a group consisting of a camera and mobile device.

13. The system of claim 4, wherein the book is an audio
book, the plurality of search results further comprising a
plurality of timestamps, each of the timestamps correspond-
ing to a particular point of the audio book.

14. A method, comprising:

receiving, in a computing device, an image, wherein the

image depicts a book;

performing, in the computing device, a first search of the

book based at least in part on the image, thereby gener-
ating a plurality of first search results to be rendered in a
user interface;
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determining, in the computing device, an edition of the
book depicted in the image from a selection of at least
one of the plurality of first search results rendered in the
user interface;

determining, in the computing device, that the edition of
the book at includes a searchable content;

facilitating, in the computing device, a second search of the
searchable content based at least in part upon a search
string entered via the user interface, thereby generating
a plurality of second search results from the second
search, wherein the search string is associated with at
least one of a review of the book that includes the search-
able content, a preview of the book that includes the
searchable content, or a trailer associated with the book
that includes the searchable content;

track a number of times the image is received;

track the number of times the search string is received;

store the image, the search string, the plurality of the first
search results and the plurality of second search results
in association with a user account;

encoding, in the computing device, at least a subset of the
plurality of second search results for rendering for dis-
play, wherein the subset of the plurality of second search
results is displayed according to a ranking based at least
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in part on a location of keywords in the search string,
wherein an individual one of the plurality of second
search results containing keywords that appear closer in
proximity in relation to other words in the individual one
of the plurality of second search results is ranked higher
than an individual one of the plurality of second search
results containing keywords that appear farther away in
proximity in relation to other words in the individual one
of the plurality of second search results; and

store, in the computing device, the individual one of the

plurality of second search results in association with the
user account.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the book is an audio
book.

16. The method of claim 15, further comprising determin-
ing, in the computing device, an edition of the book based at
least upon an input from a user.

17. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 1, wherein the ranking is further based at least in part on
a page number that the keywords appear on.

18. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 1, wherein the client is selected from a group consisting
of a camera and mobile device.
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